
Mr. Antonio Tajani 
Vice-President  
European Commission 
1049-Brussels 

Brussels, 24 November 2011 

Subject: Sustainable Competitiveness of the construction sector and its enterprises 

Dear Vice-President, 

In the coming months, the European Commission will publish a Communication on the Sustainable Com-
petitiveness of the construction sector and its enterprises. In these difficult times, it is very refreshing to 
hear that EU leaders are looking at ways in which to support the long-term developments of the construc-
tion industry. 

To assist the drafting process, many of the undersigned were involved in the organisation of a well at-
tended workshop at the Commission on 21 June and took part in the Commission’s internet stakeholder 
consultation that ran until 15 September. This consultation gave us the opportunity to express our serious 
concerns with the numerous, uncoordinated construction-related EU initiatives. From eco-labels, to car-
bon footprint, eco-design, water efficiency of buildings and resource efficiency, it is extremely difficult to 
understand the medium and long-term political vision being developed at EU level for our industry. More 
so, during our recent exchanges, we discussed the importance of access to capital as well as the urban, 
environmental and demographic pressures that have to be dealt with at local level. Here, the EU Struc-
tural and Cohesion Funds may offer solutions for co-financing of sustainable, energy efficient and afford-
able housing. In addition, the proposed fund, entitled ‘Connecting Europe Facility’, combined with the use 
of EU project bonds, will hopefully achieve its aim of boosting the pan-European value of infrastructure 
projects. The EU may also assist in the promotion of green jobs in the construction industry as we need 
qualified staff, able to drive the practicalities of our sustainability and energy efficiency ambitions. 

Our industry awaits this Communication that you initiated and strongly believes that close collaboration 

may bring about the much needed solution for Europe. As always, we are grateful for the leading role of 

DG ENTR in all construction, building-related Commission actions. Therefore, we would suggest supporting 

this Communication with a high-level stakeholder conference where the ideas expressed above could be 

debated along with many more, leading to a roadmap for the construction industry.  



Cc.:  Mr Mattia Pellegrini, Member of Vice-President Tajani’s cabinet 
 Mr Heinz Zourek, Director General, DG Enterprise and Industry 
 Mr Gwenole Cozigou, Director, DG Enterprise and Industry 
 Mrs Viola Groebner, Director, DG Enterprise and Industry 

Gian Domenico Giovannini 
President 

EXCA 

Georges Perelroizen 
Chairman Building Group   

EAA 

Elisenda Pages  
President 

Pan and Pro Europe 

Paul Werbrouck 
President 
PU Europe 

Patrick Declerck 
President 

BIBM 

Dr Heimo Scheuch 
President 

TBE 

Jean-François Heris 
Chairman 

Glass For Europe 

Ignacio Madridejos 
President 

CEMBUREAU 

Jean-Paul Méric 
President 

ECP 

We are certain you will appreciate the benefits of such an event and are therefore looking forward to 
hearing from you, to jointly start organising such a high-level conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

 Dr Michael Hiller  
President  

EFCC 

Ing. Andrea Bolondi 
President 
ERMCO 

p.p. Matti Mikkola 
President 
CEI-Bois  

Jakob Sørensen  
President 
EURIMA 

Jos Cox 
President 

EAACA 



CEMBUREAU, the European Cement Association , Rue d'Arlon 55,  1040 Brussels 

European Aluminium Association (EAA), Avenue de Broqueville 12, 1150 Brussels  

European Autoclaved Aerated Concrete Association  (EAACA ), Kochstr. 6-7, 10969 Berlin  

European Concrete Platform  (ECP), Bd. du Souverain 68 , 1170 Brussels 

European Calcium Silicate Unit Producers Association (ECSPA),  Hannover  

European Confederation of Woodworking Industries (CEI-Bois), Rue Montoyer 24/20, 1000 Brussels 

European Expanded Clay Association (EXCA), Bd. du Souverain 68 , 1170 Brussels 

European Federation for Construction Chemicals (EFCC),  Av. Van Nieuwenhuyse 6, 1160 Brussels 

European Federation for Precast Concrete (BIBM), Bd. du Souverain 68 , 1170 Brussels 

European Mineral Wool Manufacturers Association (EURIMA), Av. Louise 375, 1050 Brussels 

European Ready Mixed Concrete Organisation (ERMCO), Bd. du Souverain 68 , 1170 Brussels 

Glass For Europe, Rue Belliard 199/33, 1040 Brussels 

Pan and Pro Europe, Avenue Ariane 5, 1200 Brussels  

PU Europe, Avenue E. Van Nieuwenhuyse 6, 1160 Brussels 

Tiles & Bricks Europe (TBE), Rue de la Montagne 17, 1000 Brussels 

 


